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Psychological and Social Implications of Domestic

Violence against Children
Dr. Sana Saad Ghshier
Department of Kindergarten
Faculty of Education/Janzour

University of Tripoli

Introduction: Domestic violence is a social phenomenon
created by the current conditions of life with its social, cultural,
economic and political variables. It is not a temporary
circumstantial situation, but it has become a dominant feature of
society and culture. It is widespread with noticeable increase in
all the developed and developing societies alike.

The problem of study: The problem of the current research
is to identify the most important psychological and social effects
of domestic violence against children. The study addresses two
main questions:

1. What are the forms of domestic violence against
childrenand their psychological and social consequences?

2. What are the preventive and curative methods of the
effects of such violence?

Objective of the study: This research aims to shed light on
the psychological and social effects of family violence directed

towards children. It attempts to enlighten educators and
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caregivers about the danger of practicing violence in all its
forms including behavioral disorders that may last forever.
Effective treatment of this problem in light of the available
literature and previous studies will provided.

Importance of the study: The significance of this study
stems from the sensitive period of childhood and the potential
consequences of the violence that may threaten the future of
the affected children, as such violence could pose a real danger
to the formation of their personalities at personal, psychological
and social levels.

The theoretical importance of this study is to provide
information and a focus on the ways and forms of domestic
violence and its negative impact on children’s psychological and
social formation. Moreover, it clarifies the importance of guiding
parents to the seriousness of violence against children and the
consequent physical disabilities and long-term behavioral,
psychological and social disorders.

The practical importanceof this study concerns using the
data extracted from this research to identify the psychological
and social effects of violence against children. In addition, this
study could be of a good benefit in providing a number of
recommendations and proposals for the development of plans

and programs of treatment and prevention against domestic
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violence. Furthermore, it may raise parents and caregivers’
awareness of the widespread and seriousness of family
violence at the local, regional and international levels. The
study as a whole could be of a useful reference, as it may
enrich libraries in Libya in particular and in the Arab world in

general about child—directed family violence.
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