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Summary :

This study deals with the conditions that passed over Tunisia before its entry
under French protection Social conditions: before the occupation, Tunisian
society was characterized by great social inequality, where the ruling elite, senior
officials and notables enjoyed great wealth and influence, while the majority of
the population suffered from difficult living conditions, poverty and
unemployment were high, especially in rural areas, as for education, the
percentage of educated people was low and focused mainly on the elite. Political
situation: Tunisia was under Ottoman rule from 1574, but it enjoyed almost
complete autonomy , and the central authority was weak due to conflicts between
various factions within the ruling family, and the foreign income in Tunisian
affairs had an impact on decision-makers, especially by France and Italy .
Economic conditions: agriculture was the main economic activity, such as olives,
trade increased with European countries, which led to the improvement of the
Tunisian economy at some times, but many times Tunisia suffered from drought
due to the lack of rainfall in a number of years and also Tunisia suffered from
crises due to the accumulation of debts and increasing foreign influence, and all
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these conditions contributed to the rapid imposition of French protection on
Tunisia in 1881 . Keywords: (social conditions, political conditions, economic
conditions
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