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Research Summary

This research addresses the problem of identity in the work of one of the models
of contemporary Arab thought, namely the Islamic thinker Muhammad Abed Al-
Jabri, whose name is associated with his project to critique the Arab mind, his
analysis of the structure and formation of this mind, and his attempt to reconcile
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heritage and modernity, or as he calls it, authenticity and modernity, relying on
modern scientific methods produced by modern Western rationality.

The reason for choosing this Islamic thinker also stems from the fact that he
focuses almost exclusively on a single theme, setting him apart from other
thinkers: the re-reading of Islamic heritage and the critique of its shortcomings.
The goal he seeks to achieve through his project is the revival of the Muslim
nation. Furthermore, the methodology he has chosen for his project is based on
establishing a critique of the Arab-Islamic mind, liberating it from all the
constraints that have accumulated and shackled it for centuries. It is also clear to
those familiar with his work that he was deeply concerned with the concept of
contemporary identity, a concept relevant to us today as we find ourselves at a
crossroads similar to that which we experienced in the aftermath of the Arab
Renaissance.

As for the manifestations of his concept of identity, which is the subject of my
research, we will examine the intersection of al-Jabri's concept of identity with
concepts such as heritage, democracy, the Arab mind, nationalism, and Arab
unity. This led al-Jabri to acknowledge that identity for Arabs is not singular, but
rather comprises multiple facets of identity, depending on people's consciousness,
the perspective through which they view themselves and their historical situation,
and the image they envision of their future. He focused his attention on
dismantling the dualities he found underlying these identities—dualities that
played a significant role in the emergence of deeply entrenched illusions about
the necessity of choosing a specific identity and rejecting other possibilities or
potentialities that might exist within an open identity. Indeed, nothing has
complicated the concept of identity in the Arab world more than the multiplicity
of overlapping points of reference.
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