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Abstract

The study aimed to identify phonetics in Arabic linguistics. The researcher
adopted the descriptive-analytical method, and the results of her study led to the
following conclusions:

1. The sound that a person makes when speaking, to express what he wants, is
contained in the sound units that make up words. The word (man) — for example
— i1s made up of consonant and vowel sounds, and each of them can be called a
linguistic sound. These units are the subject of phonetics, in which any researcher
studies these sounds, knows their points of articulation, how they occur, and their
different characteristics. This is what is called “phonetics,” and this name is also
given to a group of studies that deal with the sounds of language, show how they
are pronounced, and explain their physical nature.

2. Phonetics is of great importance in the field of teaching the deaf and mute,
because relying on phonetics contributes to teaching them special methods of
pronouncing sounds, helping them understand speakers’ expressions, including
training them to read speakers’ lips while speaking.

3. In ancient times, phonetic studies were based, in their essence, on this phonetic
aspect, as it was the available means that could be relied upon when research
instruments and technical devices capable of revealing other aspects of linguistic
sound were not available. This phonetic trend is clearly evident in Arabic
linguistic studies, as demonstrated by their practical works, terminology, and
phonetic classifications.

4. This science focuses on studying the natural structure of sounds. It analyzes
vibrations and sound waves propagating through the air as a result of air molecule
vibrations in the vocal apparatus accompanying the movements of its organs.
Therefore, acoustic phonetics is limited to the stage between the speaker’s mouth
and the listener’s ear, where the material of study consists of these vibrations and
sound waves.

5. Ancient Arab scholars, such as Ibn Sina, compared Arabic letters with their
counterparts among non-Arabic letters that were similar in terms of the speech
organs producing them, their points of articulation, and their manner of
production. Most of the non-Arabic letters used by Ibn Sina for comparison were
Persian.
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